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Good morning ladies and gentleman, my name is Andrew Heath, Executive Director of the Renew Growing Greener Coalition, the state’s largest coalition of recreation, conservation and environmental organizations. On behalf of the Renew Growing Greener Coalition, I would like to thank Robert Hughes for inviting me here today to speak to you on Pennsylvania’s most successful bi-partisan environmental program ever, Growing Greener.When Governor Ridge first signed Growing Greener into law in 1999, no one could have imagined the profound impact it would have on our environment, our economy and our way of life.  No one could have predicted the impact this essential initiative would have over the past 12 years.  
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Let me begin by explaining who the Renew Growing Greener Coalition is, and where we came from.Over two years ago, a group of the state’s leading conservation, recreation and environmental organizations got together and identified this time in our state’s history as the time the Growing Greener program would be running out of funds.  That core group grew to a 23 members organization, organized, hired a staff (me) and has launched an aggressive statewide campaign to educate citizens, legislators and the Administration as to the importance and necessity of funding Growing Greener.  Besides the core 23 organizations, which are popping up on the screen, we have also picked up over 300 additional organization, businesses and government entities supporting our mission.  The Coalition brings decades of experience and success in protecting and restoring our land and water resources, revitalizing our communities, enhancing outdoor recreational opportunities and preserving our historic assets.



History of Growing Greener:

1999 - Gov. Ridge and Legislative Leaders commit $645M over 
five years

Statewide program that provides funds to communities and non-
profit organizations to help restore and protect local 
watersheds, clean up abandoned mines, preserve and acquire 
farmlands and open spaces, and lessen non point source 
pollution from entering our waters.

Also provides funds for maintaining our award-winning state 
park system, for heritage conservation and for the development 
of multipurpose trails and greenways in our communities.

Funds distributed to DCNR, DEP, PennVest, and AG.
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Department of Conservation and Natural ResourcesDepartment of Environmental ProtectionPennsylvania Infrastructure Investment AuthorityDepartment of Agriculture



History of Growing Greener:

2002 - Gov. Schweiker and General Assembly establishes a 
dedicated revenue source with “tipping fee” – the fee for 
dumping trash in Pennsylvania – and places the revenue into the 
Environmental Stewardship Fund

Extended life of the program – as long as “tipping fee” was 
being collected, Growing Greener would have a funding source



History of Growing Greener:

2005 - Gov. Rendell and General Assembly propose $625M bond 
referendum to voters

Approved with 60% of vote statewide

Funds limited to capital improvement projects only

Did not include future funding for PennVest

Introduced funding for DCED, Fish & Boat Commission, Game 
Commission and $90M for County Environmental Initiatives
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Governor Ed Rendell and the General Assembly, recognizing the need to accelerate the work of Growing Greener, decided to put a $625 million bond referendum question to the voters. In the 2005 primary election, 60% of voters approved the bond and Growing Greener II was established.Department of Community and Economic Development



Investing in our State:

Improve recreation through 234 community park projects

Protect more than 33,000 acres of farmland

Restore more than 1,600 acres of abandoned mine land

Conserve more than 42,000 acres of open spaces

Reduce flooding and pollution of our waters through 400 
watershed protection projects

Plugged over 1800 wells – $13 million investment
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The Growing Greener program has shown Pennsylvania, and the nation, how you can improve environmental conditions, preserve open space and farmland, and protect public parks while continuing to grow local economies.  In fact, these efforts have enhanced property values, created jobs and improved the health of our citizens and communities.  Since 1999, the Growing Greener program, together with local contributions, has leveraged more than $2 billion into our state and local economies.SLIDEThe core of Growing Greener is funding grassroots efforts to repair, restore and conserve our land and water resources at the local level. At the heart of the program are the local groups who volunteer their time and energy to walk the banks of a small creek or stream to do cleanups.Our challenge now is to keep those local efforts going. 



Almost all of the Growing Greener Bond Funds are committed to 
projects and soon most of the Growing Greener Environmental 

Stewardship Funds will be diverted for debt service. 
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The Environmental Stewardship Fund is the lifeblood of Growing Greener. Without money in that fund, we cannot continue to support local watershed groups and conservation efforts.The Environmental Stewardship Fund receives its revenue from the state’s “tipping fee” – the fee we charge to dump trash in Pennsylvania’s landfills.  According to the Governor’s proposed budget, revenue from the “tipping fee” for next year is approximately $70 million. Of the estimated $70 million coming into the Growing Greener Environmental Stewardship Fund, $42.5 million (60%) is being diverted from investments in our local communities to paying the Growing Greener II Bond debt service, leaving only $27.4 million (40%) for Growing Greener grants and projects to be split between DCNR, DEP, PennVest and the Department of Agriculture.  This is a reduction of over 80% from the $150 million average annual amount available for grants and projects over the last six years.This is a dangerous scenario, especially at a time when Pennsylvania is about to embark on the largest natural gas drilling boom in our state’s history, and questions still exist as to the potential of severe environmental damage.



What’s at Stake?

Air Quality.  Pennsylvania is losing three times as much 
forest, wildlife habitat, farmland and other open spaces to 
overdevelopment than we are able to conserve

Water Quality.  The Commonwealth currently has 16,000 
miles of streams that are unsafe for fishing or swimming

Abandoned mines scar almost 190,000 acres in 44 counties 
and are the cause of over 5,000 miles of dead streams

Food supply.  More than 2,000 family farms remain on a 
statewide waiting lists



What’s at Stake?

Economy.  Preserved open space is more than just a pretty 
place.  It generates hundreds of millions of dollars in 
economic benefits.

Recreation.  Growing Greener ensures we all have outdoor 
places to enjoy – whether you are a sportsman who likes to 
fish, a mom who likes to take her child to the park or a 
senior who likes to walk on the outdoor trails.

Flood Control.  Protecting our watersheds protects us 
against flooding, the high cost of clean up, and negative 
impact to wildlife habitats.



What to Do?

Restore funding for Growing Greener

Stop Diversion of Growing Greener Environmental 
Stewardship Funds paying Growing Greener II Bond Debt

Transfer to the General Fund, where all other Bond Debt 
is paid from, or use State Surplus 

Natural Gas Extraction Fee

Oil & Gas Lease Fund
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The General Assembly needs to identify funding sources for this program – and the most obvious one at this time is a Severance Tax or Impact Fee on natural gas drilling.  Recently, with the Governor’s Commission on Marcellus Shale Gas Drilling releasing their report, the discussion has been focused on how to execute an impact fee.  The question has been constantly posed – “What constitutes an impact?”  If water is polluted from drilling activity in Northeastern PA within the Delaware Watershed, that pollution could flow downstream and impact the water supply and safety of the Southeast?  When gas is extracted in Bradford County, won’t pipelines and additional infrastructure possibly flow through Lancaster County?  When wells are being drilled in Indiana County, won’t the water trucks crisscross our Commonwealth, sharing the narrow back roads with school buses, Amish buggies and our families?  How do you geographically determine those impacts?Somewhere along this discussion we have lost sight to the fact that we are a Commonwealth – we share our Common wealth and we share our Common burdens.  When we disrupt our state forestlands with deforestation, it makes sense to conserve land elsewhere.  We are heading down a dark path, trying to isolate revenue, impacts and benefits. We have a history of trying to balance our destruction with conservation – why change that now?  If we begin to isolate certain sections of the state away from others, what will our future hold?  Will the Southeast demand to keep a greater share of the state’s income tax?  Will municipalities hosting casinos fight to keep a greater share of its revenue?  Will municipalities hosting the landfills collecting the tipping fees for the statewide Growing Greener Environmental Stewardship Fund fight to keep a greater share of its revenue?  



What to Do?

Restore funding for Growing Greener

Stop Diversion of Growing Greener Environmental 
Stewardship Funds paying Growing Greener II Bond Debt

Transfer to the General Fund, where all other Bond Debt 
is paid from, or use State Surplus 

Natural Gas Extraction Fee

Oil & Gas Lease Fund



Get Involved

Sign our Statement of Support as an individual and as an 
organization

Contact your legislators

Write letters to the editor

Approach your municipalities

Talk to people



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know from experience that the health of our environment is directly related to the health of our economy. That is why counties, cities, towns and boroughs from across the Commonwealth have chosen to voice their support for Growing Greener.  They have seen directly the impact that Growing Greener has had on their communities, and they know how essential a healthy environment is to attracting new residents and businesses.  To date, more than than 80 municipalities and counties have passed resolutions urging the Governor and legislature to renew Growing Greener funding, including 22 counties.  



www.GrowingGreener.info
(Education Website)

www.RenewGrowingGreener.org
(Campaign Website)

aheath@renewgrowinggreener.org 



‘The people have a right to clean air, pure water, 
and to the preservation of the natural scenic, historic and 

aesthetic values of the environment. Pennsylvania’s 
public natural resources are the common property of all the 

people, including generations yet to come. As Trustees of these 
resources, the Commonwealth shall conserve and maintain them 

for the benefit of all the people.’

Pennsylvania State Constitution, Article 1, Section 27
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